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The teachers and children were invited to the awards ceremony at the RBS headquarters in 
London and treated to a trip on the London Eye. Although pipped-at-the-post, the team won 
over £1000 for their endeavours.  

We entered into the Royal Bank of Scotland awards for teaching of personal finance and were 
shortlisted for two of the categories, ‘Best Teacher’ for Peter Makower, Head of Maths at 
Westbrook Hay and also the 

‘most original idea in the delivery 
of personal finance in education’  

Year 7 has been studying government in 
their citizenship lessons and as part of the 
course they visited the Houses of Parlia-
ment. After an extensive tour which in-
cluded walking through the House of 
Lords and the House of Commons, Mike 
Penning MP talked to the children about 
his role as an MP. The children asked him 
questions on many diverse issues from 
what he did before he was an MP to what 
the Conservatives were going to do about 
green issues. After lunching by the 
Thames we walked to The National Gal-
lery in Trafalgar Square. Our bright red 
blazers stood out and the tourists were 
snapping away as if we were something 
from Hogwarts! 

Last term we reported on our ‘Magnificent 
Seven’ who had achieved great success in 
gaining scholarships to their future schools. 
Well, we are pleased to say that the 
‘Magnificent Seven’ have turned into the 
‘Awesome Eight’ with the offer from St Al-
bans School of a scholarship to Kripa 
Panchagnula. In the event, Kripa also 
gained a place at Haberdashers and has 
chosen to go there, but the award was a 
deserving recognition of Kripa’s significant 
academic potential. His success has not 
been limited to the classroom as he gained 
a cricket place at county level, as a spin 
bowler for Hertfordshire Under 11’s. Kripa 
also plays the guitar and would like to be a 
sportsman or doctor when he is older. 

7M plus MP 
equals an in-
teresting day 

in London 

Bright Future for Westbrook 
Hay Leavers 

A Speech Day to remember 

Photograph by Gareth Caine 

Speech Day 2009 was an occasion to remember.  Not 
only were the considerable efforts of our children so de-
servedly recognised, but we said goodbye to our depart-
ing head girls and boy.  Lizzie, Charlotte and Peter deliv-
ered humorous, moving and simply brilliant speeches to 
the audience and had us all smiling, laughing and crying! 
The event will also be remembered for the standing ova-
tion for Richard Henderson who is sadly leaving the 
school after 11 incredible years teaching with us, show-
ing that he will be missed by the parents as  much as by 
the pupils and staff. We welcomed Teia Griffiths, Isobel 
Bryant and Alistair Walters as our new heads of school – 
congratulations and good luck! 
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 Joshua Grimsdale, 
Ethan Stockbridge and 
Olivia Boyle learning 
how to make rag rugs 
on their visit to  

The camp fire cooking and wide 
game activity is always a popular 
evening pastime and this year 
was no exception. At any rate 21 
Year 6 pupils took to the ‘Dark 
Woods’ one evening to build 
their fires. Before too long the 
sausages, jacket potatoes and 
baked beans were sizzling and 
cooking away on the hot em-
bers. As ever, all agreed that the 
cooked food tasted even better 
than usual when cooked on an 
open fire! With stomachs full it 
was time for ‘commando’ – a 
game of stealth that requires 
teams to crawl through the 
bushes and surprise the opposi-
tion. All in all a most enjoyable 
evening was had by all.  

       Tudor Times 

On Thursday 25th June, Year 4 visited St. Albans in conjunc-
tion with the Museum of St. Albans for a day of Tudor fun. 
They got the chance to dress up, handle artefacts, trail the 
town looking at Tudor architecture and climb the 93 narrow, 
winding steps to the wonderful views above. The afternoon 
was spent enjoying Verulamium Park and all it has to offer, 
including ice-cream! 

Another glorious day was had by the Year 4’s as they headed 
to Hampton Court Palace to find out all about Henry VIII and 
his 6 wives. The highlights of the day were a visit to the Tu-
dor Kitchens, meeting King Henry himself and last but not 
least getting lost in the maze!! 

Shri Lekkala, James Young, Miranda Tubb, Hamish Michie 
and Isobel O’Sullivan as Tudor Characters at the Museum of 
St. Albans.  

Shri Lekkala, Max Hammatt, Marco Wright, Sakyi Aquaah and 
Thomas Hurley taken back to Tudor Times 

Kiera Saunders, Chloe Hurd, Alice 
Woodmansee, Isobel Southwood 
and Lucy Beesley  

   Camp Fire Cooking 

 while Holly Coelho is an 
apprentice blacksmith 

Chiltern Open 
Air Museum 

On June 19th a group of 6 Year 7 & 8 boys were conducted 
through a small section of Roman London.  Our City of London 
guide was very enthusiastic and highly entertaining. We explored 
the remains of the Roman Fort – including one section which is 
hidden under a car park. Disappointingly we saw no sign of the 
reported ghostly Roman soldiers.  The remains of an amphitheatre 
lie under the Guildhall Art Gallery and the boys experienced the 
sights and sounds of the gladiatorial contests.  The handling ses-
sion at the Museum of London gave all 6 the chance to show their 
knowledge.  Kevin surprised himself by correctly identifying a uten-
sil used for mixing cosmetics! However the highlight of the day 
was undoubtedly that well known Roman dish –pizza! Optime was 
the response from one and all on our return to school. 

A walk 
through Ro-
man London 

Mrs Hauser’s Latin group is David Cartwright, Jack Stewart, Arman Jena, 
Alistair Walters, Kevin Kirwan and Fred Kelly. 
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Year 2 witnessed the full cycle of what happens to their 
scrap paper on our visit to Frogmore Mill. The scrap paper 
from our classrooms is collected by the Mill, turned into 
recycled paper using the original steam driven machine 
and bought back by the school for the children to use in 
the classroom and so the cycle goes on. As well as having 
a fascinating, very noisy tour of the mill in action the chil-
dren made their own recycled paper and learnt about the 
history of paper making. Yr 2 also learnt how important 
the Frogmore Mills fire-fighting equipment was in the past 
and had the chance to use an original hand powered 
pump to “extinguish” the blossom on an unfortunate river-
side cherry tree. It was fascinating to discover that the 
transition of paper making from individual, hand made, 
hugely expensive sheets to machine made rolls of cheaply 
produced paper happened right on our doorstep in Apsley. 
The fact that we can all enjoy reading books and writing 
on paper is largely down to two brothers working on an 
island just outside Hemel Hempstead! 

Closing 
the circle 

Watching you, watching me… Naomi Bassett at the  

Samad Ibrahim and Mary Enweremadu 
exploring ‘Fantastic Mr Fox’s burrow. 
Amongst other exciting activities at the  

Year 2 travelled in the Great Glass 
Elevator, explored Matilda’s library, 
and went inside James’ giant peach. 
Some of the BFG’s dreams were blown 
into our ears and we all came back to 
school inspired to write and re-write 
until we get it right. 

Roald Dahl  
Children’s  

Gallery  

Living Rainforest  
During the Summer Term Year 3 have been 
using the theme of the Tropical Rainforests in 
many of their subjects. On Friday 19th June we 
all set off for our adventure to the Living Forest 
in Newbury. We saw plenty of plants, trees and 
animals that would be found in the rainforests. 
On the tour we saw how plants adapt to the 
environment utilizing the limited sunlight and 
the abundance of rain. 

Joshua Yeo 

Photograph by Jamie Irwin 
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Late at night on Friday the 27th March 2009, 28 tired , but happy Year 5 children arrived back at school after a very successful 
trip to Chateau de la Baudonniere in Normandy. They learned an enormous amount of French during the week whilst having 
fun taking part in outdoor activities, because everyone at the chateau spoke only French to them, all week. I’m sure each of 
them will remember the trip for a long time, and have their favourite part of the week: the challenge of the activities, the day 
trips to Mont St. Michel and St Malo,  or the talent show on the last night. 

One of the highlights of the term for Year 5 was their visit to 
Hillingdon Outdoor Activity Centre for a day of fun activities. 
In the morning the children did a variety of challenges that 
tested their initiative and team work: swamp, spider’s web 
and nightline. Many put the fun of nightline, where they had 
to negotiate an obstacle course blindfolded, as their favour-
ite morning event. In the afternoon all were involved in 
building rafts followed by a race around the buoy in the mid-
dle of the lake. As expected several pupils had an unex-
pected dip in the water, but all the rafts held together.  
However most felt that the best had been saved to last: the 
swing rope............children swung out into the lake and 
plunged into the cooling waters      before swimming back to 
the shore!  

Year 5, home..  ..and away 

Westbrook Hay dedicated a whole school week to Maths this year 
as a way of bringing fun and new learning techniques to a subject 
that every child studies. The week involved activities for all the 
children in the school and proved to be a real success with chil-
dren, teachers and parents. There was a Maths relay in the sports 
hall which tested the children’s mental maths and another favour-
ite for the children was a ‘Smartie’ day challenging the children to 
resolve problems using the sweets.  As teaching of Maths has 
changed since many of the parents were at school the Maths de-
partment invited all the parents to a well attended Maths evening 
to understand how they can support their children at home as 
well. ‘It was fantastic to see all the children across the different 
age range participating and having fun in all the activities. 
The highlight of the week was the Mathematical Magician who 
gave a wonderful show of magic – involving numbers and maths 
problems – all-in-all a great success for our children. Rebecca Pratt (above) from Reception showing the 

Mathsmagician her number skills during Maths Week 

Magical Maths 
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The first week of the Easter holidays saw 32 pupils 
once again hit the slopes in Les Orres, France for 
the annual Westbrook Hay Ski Trip. An absolutely 
brilliant time was had by all, with lots of fun on and 
off the slopes and some incredible improvement in 
skiing ability by the end of the week. The group 
also enjoyed the additional pleasure of Mr Young’s 
company, watching his sheer determination and 
persistent endeavour  at mastering the alien 
‘planks’ attached to his feet! Well done to all who 
helped make the trip so enjoyable and watch this 
space for the release of next year’s places! Julie 
Leach 

Friday 5th June saw Year 4 donning their wellingtons 
and carrying out a river study in conjunction with Ali 
Hauser from The Hertfordshire and Middlesex Wild-
life Trust. As well as providing an excellent opportu-
nity to get soaked in the rain and fill wellingtons 
with water, the Bulbourne was also an ideal location 
for habitat investigation! Great fun was had by all.  

The sky’s the limit when it comes to fun and challenges 
on the Year 8 trip to PGL Activity Centre. Waking up 
from the 5-star camping experience, we were treated to 
the hearty carbohydrate filled breakfasts we needed for 
the many days’ activities. Over the week, these activities 
included the Jacobs Ladder, Aeroball, Kayaking in the 
rain, a High Ropes course, the Daring Trapeze, Archery, 
Zip Wire and the highly praised Giant Swing to name a 
few. We also attempted some raft building where no 
team ‘copied designs’ but rather recognised the potential 
of a more secure structure.  

Westbrook Hay pupils on the snow... 

...in the air... 

...and in the water 

Photograph by Kate Thomas 
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Music and Dance  

Girls and Boys enjoyed 
dancing at the Dance 

Assembly in June 

On Thursday May 7th the choir of WBH joined with 5 other 
local schools to form a choir of 155 and participate in UniSONG 
2009.  This is a series of workshops, led with tremendous en-
thusiasm by Rufus Frowde who is Assistant Director of Music to 
the Chapel Royal Hampton Court Palace.  After warming up the 
massed choir started to learn the music for the day – in total 
ten pieces were learnt from memory ranging from the rousing 
“Engine No 9” to the more reflective “Waters of Babylon”.  The 
day finished with a concert to a packed St John’s Church, Box-
moor which included solo items from four schools including 
WBH who performed “Mama Mia” and “Heatwave”.  An excel-
lent, if exhausting day which was greatly enjoyed by the pupils. 

  Choir sings ‘Mamma Mia’ 

Sakyi Aquaah, Shri Lekkala, Jack Wadmore, Luke 
Woodmansee, Edward Khan, William Copas-Budd and 
Charlie Parslow(above left) for the boys and Alexandra 
Burgar, Isobel O’Sullivan and Bolade Ladipo(below) for 
the girls taking the applause at the dance assembly this 
term. 

Multi-talented Marcus Daghlian here playing an Eng-
lish Dance on the violin in the Spring Music Concert. 
This summer he played pieces on the bassoon and 
the piano. 

The dancing department has been very busy this term. All the 
dancers have been getting ready for ballet exams, jazz dancing 
exams and dance assembly.We had brilliant results in the jazz 
exams held by BTDA at Westbrook Hay School on Saturday 13th 
June: 

Caroline Kelly, Bronze Medal :Honours 

Alexandra Caine, Bronze Medal:Distinction and Silver 
Medal:Distinction 

Alexandra Burgar, Silver Medal: Distinction and Gold Medal: 
Distinction 

Kara Malone 1st Shield Honours 

We have yet to receive the ballet exams results so watch this 
space. These children went to London to the ISTD headquarters 
for the exams, Primary Level: Lara Mills, Lysbeth Davies, Lexi 
Newbegin, Paige Atkinson and Molly Custance 

Grade I Ffyona Spreyer 

Grade II Alexandra Caine 

The children had the opportunity to show all the exam dances in 
the dance assembly, where we also had dancers from junior 
activities and the “boys only” dance club where Luke Woodman-
see, Charlie Parslow, William Copas-Budd, Edward Khan, Sakyi 
Aquaah, Shri Lekkala and Jack Wadmore performed a lovely 
dance they have been working on. 

Photograph by Dev Patel 

Photograph by Dev Patel 
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It was a season of close games which were turned on a few dropped catches. The highlights were the wins over Kingshott and 
St Albans District. Kripa Panchagnula captained the side with perception, and showed why he is a county player. He was ably 
supported by George Lewarne and Frazer Ellis-Jenkinson. However, our top batsman was Rory Williams who took the attack to 
the opposition. Well done to all for the considerable improvement made throughout the term. 

          Dev Patel bowls with Rory Williams fielding and Jake Boydell keeping wicket for  

                                    the Colts ‘A’ Team  

1st XI Cricket  

This year’s 1st XI have had something of a mixed season. At our 
best we were very good but a couple of games were allowed to 
slip away. Plenty of runs were scored with Henry Bexson, Rhys 
Gordon, George White and Lee Tyrrell all averaging more than 40 
with the bat. The bowling tended to be a little inconsistent but 
Lee Tyrrell was devastating with his quick bowling at times. The 
Under 12 Team won the Aldenham Tournament in a dramatic 
final winning by 1 run with Rhys Gordon taking a hat trick in the 
penultimate over and Lee Tyrrell won the batsman of the Tour-
nament award. Below:Alistair Walters receives the medals at the 
St Albans Tournament on behalf of the team. Lee Tyrrell was 
voted player of the Tournament. 

Photograph by Kate Thomas 

Photograph by Kate Thomas 

Alex Hales (Westbrook Hay 1997-2001) has made 
his debut for Nottinghamshire County Cricket. He 
made a century against Ireland back in May and his 
first 50 in First Class against Oxford University. He 
is primarily an opening batsman and occasional 
wicketkeeper but his fast bowling days didn’t get 
much further than the Colts Pitch at Westbrook 
Hay. 

County Cricket 
for former pupil 
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On Thursday 18th June 47 swimmers from Westbrook Hay took part in 
an  

at Edge Grove School. Even though we didn’t win overall, the Under 
13 team of Max Khazaneh, Charlotte Cook, Henry Bexson, Ryan 
O’Sullivan, Christopher Bond, Matt Burr , Kevin Kirwan, Jeremy Fisher, 
Alistair Walters and Charles Martindale, won their competition, and 22 
swimmers swam personal best times, in individual events. 

Inter-school swimming gala 

Isobel O’Sullivan (long jump), Hannah Alexander (200m) and Isobel 
Southwood (High Jump), at the inter-school Athletics meeting at Beech-
wood Park School in June 

Teams of girls from Years 3, 4, 5 & 6 went to Beechwood Park School 
on a gloriously sunny day to take part in an afternoon of athletics, 
along with Kingshott School.  We had a 1st place from Alexandra Caine 
in the rounders ball throw and all the girls performed well in their 
events, with some achieving personal bests.   

Looking back on the level of ability at the start of term to how it is 
now at the end, gives the greatest pleasure. All the four age groups 
U8, U9, U10 and U11 teams have certainly enjoyed playing rounders. 
A highlight of our season was a hat trick of wins when the U9, U10 
and U11 teams played against Kingshott School in the latter part of 
the term.  

In the closest finish since its inception, Westbrook 
Hay squeezed home winners by one shot from 
Edge Grove. Lockers Park and Heath Mount fought 
it out for the minor places. In the individual com-
petition we had three students tied, two of whom 
were from Westbrook Hay: Harry Gough and 
Henry Bexson! A play-off hole was needed and in 
front of a crowd of about 50 the 6th hole was 
played again. With a superb chip Henry Bexson left 
himself a four foot putt for a par and the trophy. 
Under the staring eyes of the gallery he holed the 
putt! For good measure he also won nearest the 
pin. Well done to all for a very enjoyable day. 

                 Athletics 

Rounders 

         Lizzie Wood hits one a long way 

Lizzie Wood, Phoebe Scott, Isobel Southwood, India 
Bates, Estela Innes, Alice Woodmansee, Chloe Hurd, 
Katharine Mayer 

    Inter-School Golf 

Photographs by Kate Thomas 

Photograph by Dev Patel 

Photograph by Dev Patel 
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People who help us 

‘Lower School  children can do so much more now that 
we have the new playground equipment and the new 
equipment in the Sports Hall’ 

End of summer term (our busiest) and the start of a 
stack of fresh challenges. Because I always try to pro-
duce menus to reflect the seasons of the year and to 
include ingredients coming to the market as fresh as 
possible, we go from spring greens, new potatoes, 
strawberries etc to turnips, foreign grown potatoes and 
stunning baking fruit in one quantum leap, missing out 
on all those delicious British soft fruits and salads in 
between. Atop of this we have had to weather incredi-
bly fluctuating prices over the past 9 months due to the 
vagaries of the fuel market and worldwide climatic 
change. I soften the blow by buying as much fresh pro-
duce as possible from local suppliers who visit Covent 
Garden and New Smithfield markets at least twice a 
week. A superb by-product of this policy is that the 
children become accustomed to the seasonal food and 
appear willing to try “strange” things such as braised 
Liver, Lamb Cobbler and various stews. All good, whole-
some dishes to set them up for the day. You may be 
surprised to know that during a typical term we produce 
and serve 12000 meals from breakfast to suppers. This 
includes 310 bread loaves, 1080 eggs, 1440 pints of 
milk, 450 kilos of fresh vegetables, 600 kilos of meat 

Food for 
thought 

and fish and 37 different fresh soups. I am aware of the chal-
lenges that allergies, special diets and religious traditions 
bring to us and will endeavour to meet them by increasing 
awareness and communicating with you, the parents, to en-
sure the happiness and well being of the children. It is very 
important that I receive as much feedback from you as possi-
ble. There is no need to make an appointment: dropping off 
time is ideal for me to have a chat. I try to make contact with 
all the children especially during mealtime in the belief that a 
relaxed relationship brings honest feedback about their likes 
and dislikes. I look forward to seeing you all next term. Have 
a lovely, nutritious summer. Chef Graeme 

 

We had a very exciting summer term in 
Reception. The fire service came to visit 
in May, we learnt about keeping safe and 
what the fire service do. Mrs James and 
Miss Wilson even had a race to see how 
quickly they could put protective clothing 
on ready to fight a fire… despite Mrs 
James having a lot of help, Miss Wilson 
won. In June, we had a visit from Tom 
Wright’s mum, also known as Mrs Wright, 
the dentist. She showed us how to clean 
our teeth properly and which food and 
drinks are bad for our teeth. 

Toby Dewick learning to operate the hose Katie Munn opens wide 
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Everyone 
having a 

great time at 
the  

 

Contributions to the newsletter should be sent to:  

Kate Woodmansee, Westbrook Hay Prep School    

E-mail: kate_woodmansee@westbrookhay.co.uk 

  Family 
Fun Day 

At the end of a wonderful school 
year at Westbrook Hay, unfortu-
nately we have to say goodbye to 
some marvellous, loyal and dedi-
cated staff. Brian Taylor, Ray Har-
vey, Katie Hobster, Trisha Wilson 
and of course Richard Henderson.  
We thank them for all they have 
done for the School and the chil-
dren over the years and wish them 
every success in the future. 

Richard Henderson 

Brian Taylor 

Photograph by Frazer Ellis-Jenkinson 

Final Curtain 
Call 


